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her at her proper value as a daughter of shame and
leave her severely alone.
Now, mark the topsy-turvydom of Hinduism.
The Hindu honours the temple girl as a daughter
of the deity; so great an honour is it regarded
that the goldsmiths and weavers of Trichinopoly
devote the eldest daughter of the family to the
temple service of Srirungam. The girls are handed
over young and are taught in the temple to read
and write, sing and dance and dress themselves
daintily, to adorn their hair with flowers and wear
their jewels with dignity.
When they reach the age of thirteen they go
through the ceremony of marriage with the god
Subramanian, who is represented by a stone or
image, or by a figure. After the ceremony they
are ready to ply their trade with the devout
worshippers who attend the temple* Their earn-
ings go to swell the temple revenue.
A village temple has no women attached to it.
At best it can only support its one resident pujari
He may or may not be of the Brahman caste. If
a Brahman, he is frequently a pluralist and has
charge of several temples, passing from one to
another as his services are required,
If he is a non-Brahman, he conducts pujali for